MONTECALVI --  Chianti Classico 2007

The first vintage of our Chianti Classico was 2004, a great vintage in general for us which led us  to produce this wine in this particular vintage with  100% Sangiovese grapes. We aim to keep the Sangiovese percentage as high as possible and will decide vintage by vintage how to blend this wine.  The Chianti Classico 2007 has 5% Cannaiolo and Cabernet Sauvignon, we use exclusively our own grapes at all times.
The Chianti Classico is our selection of wine produced exclusively from the Montecalvi vineyard, offering the opportunity to try an example of the Sangiovese R23 clone developed by the Rauscedo nurseries in Northern Italy.  The R23 clone produces grapes which are much smaller than traditional Sangiovese, thereby giving a much higher skin to juice ratio.  The bunches hang looser allowing less moisture to form between the grapes, and the ripening period is slightly advanced.
 Since 2003 the Montecalvi vineyard, as all our vineyards, has been farmed following organic procedures.  Although not certified, we use no artificial fertilizers or herbicides, the grass is cut manually all throughout the warm season, and we carry out only traditional copper sulphate treatments.
The wine is fermented in small stainless steel tanks using native yeasts only.  The wine is allowed to ferment at its own controlled rate and never reaches extreme temperatures.  The wine is aged for about 6-8 months in 500 liter French oak barrels.  We decided to start using the larger barrels for the Chianti Classico so as not to mask the delicate perfumes of the Sangiovese.

 This is a classic wine, not international, but complex and very clean.  Although we have tried to leave this wine alone to allow its true qualities to come forward, it remains a very original wine.
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